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THE IHR FELLOWS PROGRAM

Visiting Fellows Spring 2014
General Guidelines

Applications due: Monday, February 18, 2013
Thematic Topic for 2012-2013 IHR Fellows Program:
“The Humanities and Home”
The Institute for Humanities Research at Arizona State University invites applications for our Visiting Fellows program for the spring 2014 semester.  
When Dorothy Gale utters the last line of The Wizard of Oz, “There’s no place like home,” there seems little doubt that she speaks out of her joy at being safely ensconced on her family’s farm in America’s Heartland. However, Dorothy’s simple phrase is open to a wide variety of interpretations because of one word—home—that can connote security, belonging, memory, and comfort, or arouse feelings of dread, alienation, and pain.

The purpose of the 2012-2013 Institute for Humanities Research Fellowship at Arizona State University is to encourage serious critical explorations of home as a term that resonates on cultural, emotional, intellectual, religious, philosophical, political and spiritual levels—as a place, a space, a myth, a source of identity, a promised land, a state of being, a war zone, an impossibility, and/or an inalienable right. 

We invite humanities scholars from various disciplines to apply for the IHR fellowship to conduct research projects from multiple disciplinary and transdisciplinary perspectives that illuminate and enrich our understanding of how the concept of home informs and is informed by geography and history, identities and ideologies, imagined and lived experiences.  Projects may explore what it means to create a home or to be without home.  For example, are diasporic communities without a home, or is home more real and vital because it resides in culture, history, and memory? And while the “homeless,” are obviously without a physical home, what about those who reside in literal and figurative borderlands, for whom feeling at home is always contingent, always at risk?

Related questions include:

• How do physical connections to and disconnections from geopolitical lands inform our definitions and experiences of home?
• What does it mean to belong to a particular place, history, or culture?
• How does the past inform our understandings of home?
• How do the humanities afford communities and individuals strategies with which to negotiate contested home spaces and construct new ones?
• To what extent are concepts of home culturally determined?
• Is anything about home universal?
• Who is entitled to have a home?  Whose homes count as homes and why?
• How does home intersect with issues of citizenship?
• Is there a shared cultural imaginary about home in U.S. popular culture?  In various literary and artistic traditions?  In religious faiths?
• How has technology affected contemporary ideas about home?
• Where do individuals get their expectations about and longings for home?
• In what ways does home intersect with and exceed the limits of origin?
• How do race, class, gender, sexuality, and spirituality frame our experiences of or desires for home?
• In what ways do different expressions of home conflict with or impinge upon one another? How do the dynamics of inclusion and exclusion enter into constructions of home?
The selected visiting scholars in residence will join ASU colleagues who are also working on projects that address the same theme.  
Overview

Founded in 2005, the IHR is an interdisciplinary research institute that awards Fellowships to visiting U.S. and international scholars as well as to faculty from ASU.  In addition to the Fellowship program, the IHR supports interdisciplinary humanities research through the sponsorship of conferences, seminars, lecture series, workshops, research clusters and an active seed grant program. 
Fellowship Details
The application deadline is February 18, 2013.  Please see the announcement on the IHR web page, http://ihr.asu.edu/funding/grants/fellows, for additional information and application materials.
The Visiting Fellows program is for scholars from other institutions of higher education in the US and abroad to spend spring semester 2014 in residence at the Institute for Humanities Research (IHR), participating in the intellectual life of the IHR and the university community.  The Visiting Fellowship provides the opportunity to conduct research and write.  The Visiting Fellowships should also promote an exchange of ideas among Fellows and ASU faculty during their term at the IHR.  Visiting Fellows will participate in weekly meetings with the working groups of ASU Fellows around the theme of The Humanities and Home and will give public lectures and seminars on their research topics while in residence at ASU.  We anticipate hosting two Visiting Fellows during spring 2014.

Visiting Fellows will receive a stipend in the amount of $25,000 for the spring semester (7 January through 8 May), use of an office, and support services.  IHR will provide some assistance to Fellows in finding housing, but housing and all personal expenses are the responsibility of the Visiting Fellow. Visiting Fellows are not employees of Arizona State University. Therefore, health insurance and other fringe benefits are not available to Visiting Fellows through ASU.
Evaluation criteria

The IHR Advisory Board, in collaboration with the Director, will review applications for the Visiting Fellows based on the following criteria: 

· Does the applicant clearly define the intended research and the method for carrying out this study during the proposed award period?
· Does the proposed research contribute to the issue-focused, transdisciplinary mission of the IHR (for more detail about the mission and the definition of transdisciplinarity, see http://ihr.asu.edu/1/what-transdisciplinary).  Are the expected outcomes clear, i.e., publication and presentation?

· What is the probability that this award will prove successful in enabling the applicant to achieve these results?

· Does the proposal present a convincing case for the significance of this study?

· What special qualities would the applicant add to the IHR, to the topic of The Humanities and Home, and to the humanities generally at Arizona State University?  
· How would a semester in residence at ASU facilitate this project?
Application materials are available from the IHR web site (http://ihr.asu.edu/).  Dr. Sally Kitch, Director of the IHR (skitch@asu.edu), is available to consult with those considering submitting an application for the Visiting Fellows program.  Please contact the IHR office with any questions you may have (480-965-3000, ihr@asu.edu or kathleen.holladay@asu.edu). 
Applications must be received by the IHR no later than 11:59PM MST on February 18, 2013.
